The Superpowers and the Middle East

promote these objectives, our government works tirelessly, day by day,
month by month, year by year. But until a degree of success crowns
our efforts that will assure to all nations peaceful existence, we must,
in the interests of peace itself, remain vigilant alert and strong.

The Middle East has abruptly reached a new and critical stage in its
long and important history. In past decades many of the countries in
that area were not fully self-governing. Other nations exercised con-
siderable authority in the area and the security of the region was largely
built around their power. But since the First World War there has
been a steady evolution toward self-government and independence. TTiis
development the United States has welcomed and has encouraged. Our
country supports without reservation the full sovereignty and independ-
ence of each and every nation of the Middle East.
The evolution to independence has in the main been a peaceful pro-
cess. But the area has been often troubled. Persistent crosscurrents of
distrust and fear with raids back and forth across national boundaries
have brought about a high degree of instability in much of the Mid
East Just recently there have been hostilities involving Western Euro-
pean nations that once exercised much influence in the area. Also the
relatively large attack by Israel in October has intensified the basic
differences between that nation and its Arab neighbors. All this insta-
bility has been heightened and, at times, manipulated by International
Communism.
n
Russia's rulers have long sought to dominate the Middle East. That
was true of the Czars and it is true of the Bolsheviks. The reasons
are not hard to find. They do not affect Russia's security, for no one
plans to use the Middle East as a base for aggression against Russia,
Never for a moment has the United States entertained such a thought
The Soviet Union has nothing whatsoever to fear from the United
States in the Middle East, or anywhere else in the world, so long as its
rulers do not themselves first resort to aggression.
That statement I make solemnly and emphatically.
Neither does Russia's desire to dominate the Middle East spring from
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